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Tel : 03—62754376/62771703

Fax : 03—62754376

Email : frimnec@po.jaring.my

2) Rimba Ilmu 3PS ZZ I3 (Rimba Ilmu Environmental Education
Program: RIEEP), University Malaysia
1974 25¥ Rimba Ium Zeo]Aol thsh A A ol 935 o]
Alote] Hx tigr A& Aol WAl 80—hadl E¥th Rimba IlumE A+
dejojxlot Al e A8 vkl el et RS fIs Hao oS
A AHESGIT o] AR, A=A 7P JHR A AL o g AuidlE A
4 Z st Fdek 1997@ 7€ Rimba Ilmu S8 w5 2732 o)A
of theta} TefojAlol AR Y39kl dFrew HAYHHIH o] V¥ dAA =
A AELES AFESE A4l Rd g o r vhdska
<AA>
Tel 1 03— 22879422
Fax : 03 — 22878773

Email : eedu@mns.org.my
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN MALAYSIA

1.S.SHANMUGARAJ
HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION DEPARTMEN
MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY

Introduction in general on Environmental Education in Malaysia

In Malaysia Environmental Education (EE) is an across the curriculum approach to learning
which helps individual and groups to understand the environment with the ultimate aim of
developing caring and committed attitudes that will foster the desire and ability to act
responsibly in the environment. EE is concerned not only with knowledge, but also with

feelings, attitudes, skills and social action. (AAEE, 1990)

The NATIONAL POLICY ON THE ENVIRONMENT for the country is enhancement of
Quality of life and the environment, sustainable development and economic, social, cultural

progress. Objectives of the policy is to

o A clean, safe, healthy & productive environment for present & future generations
o Conservation of the country’ s unique & diverse cultural & natural heritage with
effective participation by all sectors of society

e Sustainable lifestyles & patterns of consumption & production

There are 8 principles in the national policy
e Stewardship of the Environment
e Conservation of Nature’ s Vitality & Diversity
e Continuous Improvement in the Quality of the Environment
e Sustainable Use of Natural Resources
e Integrated Decision—Making
® Role of the Private Sector

e Commitment & Accountability
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e Active participation in the International Community

Following that, 7 green strategies which are
@ Education & Awareness
& Effective management of natural resources & the environment
@ Integrated development planning & implementation
@ Prevention & control of pollution & environmental degradation
& Strengthening administrative & institutional mechanisms
@ Proactive approach to regional & global environmental issues

@ Formulation & implementation of Action Plans

The LEGAL POINT ON EEis in the Environmental Quality Act, 1974 needs:
Section 3(1) (i), Environmental Quality Act, 1974
— Environmental Quality Report
— Provide information & education to the public regarding the protection

and enhancement of the environment

The ACTION PLAN on EE of the Department of Environment under the Minister of
Natural Resources & Environment and NGO are
a. ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS PROMOTION
# Environmental Awareness Programs (Education Institution)
PROGRAMMES/ACTIVITIES
) Sekolah Lestari - Environment Award
ii) Environmental Heroes Project (Projek Wira Alam)
iii) Environmental Awareness Camp (KeKAS)
iv) Inter—Varsity Environmental Debate Among Institutions of higher Learning
v) Others (Organize by other agencies or NGO) :
. Eco—Youth Programme
. Kits Programme
. School Nature Club by MNS
. GEC EE program SMART Rangers, RIVER Rangers, Arts & Earth
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WWF EE program —Community Conservation Education, Conservation
Education Programme

. Wetlands International (Malaysia)— EE Program Wetland Community in EE

. And many more NGO s

#t Environmental Awareness Programmes (Publics)

PROGRAMMES/ACTIVITIES
e Malaysia Environment Week (MASM)
o Sustainable Cities — An Environmental Award

o Langkawi Award

o Used Handphone Recycling Program

o Environmental Competition

L Environmental Exhibition

o Client” s Day

. Environmental Conference/Workshop/Seminar/Dialogue

o Activities with NGOs - Gift of Trees Program

#t Environmental Awareness Programme (Industries)
it Environmental Publications Programme
#t Environmental Information Dissemination Programs

It International Affairs Cooperation Programs

Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) Environmental Education Efforts

The Malaysian Nature Society being the largest home grown environmental NGO in
Malaysiahas long been involved in promoting environmental education in Malaysia. MNS has
infused environmental education elements in MNS' activities since its inception in 1940.
Being a membership—based organization, its members play an integral role in promoting
environmental education through its activities such as slide shows, talks, hikes, camping
trips, excursions and many more. These efforts were not restricted to MNS members only
as even school children have been actively involved in our activities and expeditions such

as the Endau—Rompin Expeditions (1980s), Belum Scientific Expeditions (1990s) and
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Langkawi Scientific Expedition (2003) as on—site assistants for the researchers. Excellent
articles and research write—ups on various environment issues by students were also
published in the Malaysian Naturalistand the Malaysian Nature Journals in the early days of
MNS.

One person who had been instrumental in promoting nature education for MNS was Dr.
Tho Yow Pong. Dr. Tho was the Honorary Secretary of the Malaysian Nature Society until
his untimely demise in December 1991. During his time, he actively encouraged and
supported educational programmes and publications for children. He believed very strongly
that children should be made aware of nature and conservation from early age and that
awareness should not be left to teachers and schools. He believed that children should be

given the opportunity to learn and do things by themselves.

Through Dato’ Dr. Salleh bin Mohd Nor and Dr. Tho Yow Pong’ s effort, the Education
Unit was institutionalised in the Society in the late 1980s. Through the institutionalised of
the unit, MNS uses two approaches in its environmental education efforts. Through the
in—situ approach, nature education and field study centres were established at different
ecosystems. The first MNS nature education centre was established in January 1993 in the
Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), Kepong which is a tri—partite between FRIM,
MNS and Shell. This was followed by the set—up of the Rimba Ilmu Environmental
Education Programme (RIEEP) in University Malaya in July 1997. Other centres include
the Kuala Selangor Nature Park, MNS—BOH Nature Study Centre in Cameron Highlands
and Dark Caves at Batu Caves. An upcoming environmental education centre will be
established in Kerteh, Terengganu which is a joint effort between MNS and Optimal Group
of Companies. At these centres, various hands—on activities such as jungle trekking, flora
and fauna study, stream ecology, insect sampling and many more are conducted with

emphasis on the ecosystem surrounding it.
Through the ex—situ approach, the School Nature Club (KPA) was established in August

1991 with seed funding from a private company and the support of the Ministry of
Education, Malaysia. It began with a pioneer group of 12 schools throughout the Klang
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Valley and today, its membership stands at 334 schools from all over Malaysia. The KPA
project aims to encourage care, understanding and involvement in various environmental
activities and conservation efforts among school going generation. It providesopportunity
for students to be involved with the environment through various hands—on and fun—filled
activities such as trekking, recycling, composting, and learning about alternative energy,
participating in workshops, seminars, nature camps and field trips. To widen our outreach
activities, MNS Education Coordinators are appointed at state level to organize programmes
and activities for KPA in their respective state. These state Education Coordinators have
been the catalyst in the expansion of KPA and strengthening the link between the schools,
Education Department and MNS. At national level, zonal and national level nature camps,
workshops, competitions or special projects are held. Among some of the special
programmes held for KPA are the National Teachers Workshop, KPA camp and workshop,
KPA Award, Conserve Our Wetlands Project, School River Basin & Water Quality
Monitoring, Peat Swamp Study, Research & Adoption Programme, Raptor Watch, Festival of
Wings and many more. These activities are important to keep them abreast with the
current environmental issues while providing opportunities to meet new friends, exchange

ideas and experiences.

In strengthening its effort in promoting environmental education among school going
generation, the Projek Wira Alam was initiated in June 1998 by the Department of
Environment with the cooperation of MNS and Ministry of Education. The project was
launched by the former Minister of Science, Technology and Environment, YB Dato’ Seri
Law Hieng Ding and former Minister of Education, YB Dato’ Seri Najib Tun Razak. Projek
Wira Alam was first promoted through the MNS School Nature Club and due to it’ s over
whelming response, the project eventually opened to participation from all secondary and
primary school in Malaysia in 2000. The project that consists of three activity books
comprising of various environmental activities that teachers can use as a teaching tool

while students can undertake it as a co—curricular activity during their club meetings.

MNS environmental education efforts continues even at local community projects such as

the Rafflesia of Ulu Geroh, Perak with the Indigenous Semai, the resident association of
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Kota Damansara in the Save Our Sungai Buloh Forest Reserve Campaign, Langkawi Island
student environmental awareness program, Tioman Island Festivaland promoting nature
awareness program at national or state park such as Johor parks. Publication also serves
as an important tool in promoting environmental awareness and understanding. Various
publications such as the Malaysian Naturalist, Malaysian Nature Journal, Pak Cipan series,
Tapir Bulletin, modules on various environmental activities and books are published
periodically to enhance our efforts in promoting awareness, knowledge and appreciation of

our natural heritage.

Education is a life long process and there is no better way in teaching and learning but
through experiencing the surrounding environment themselves. Just as the Kenyan saying

goes

When | hear, | forget
When | see, | remember
When | do, | understand

That has formed the basis of MNS environmental education efforts.

Centres of EnvironmentalEducation under the Malaysian Nature Society in brief

1. FRIM-MNS—-SHELL Nature Education Centre (NEC) in Institute Forest Research

Malaysia (FRIM), Kepong
The FRIM-MNS—-SHELL Nature Education Centre (NEC) was established in January
1993. The centre was officiated by the former Minister of Science, Technology and
Environment, YB Dato” Seri Law Hieng Ding. The centre is managed by MNS and it
receives an annual grant from Shell Malaysia Trading Sdn. Bhd. Located in the
grounds of FRIM, it provides a rich and diverse natural resource for learning and
exploration. The centre was established in an effort to increase awareness of nature
and the environment to the public, especially children through hands—on and

participatory learning methods.

For further information and bookings:
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Tel : 03—62754376 / 62771703
Fax : 03-62754376

Email : frimnec@po.jaring.my

2. Rimba Ilmu Environmental Education Programme (RIEEP), University Malaya
Established in 1974, Rimba Imu is Malaysia’ s first university botanical garden
which occupies a 80—ha site located within the University’ s campus. Rimba Ilmu
was Initially established out of the need to study and conserve the immerse
diversity of plant life foundin the Malaysian Tropical rainforest. As a result of this,
the botanical garden is well planted and is alsohome to the most beautiful and rare
types of tropical plants. In July 1997, the Rimba Ilmu Environmental Education
Programme was jointly established by the University of Malaya and the Malaysian
Nature Society. This is now developing into a model programme for use in an urban
botanical garden setting in tropical countries such as in Malaysia.
For further information and bookings:
Tel : 03—22879422
Fax : 03—22878773
Email : eedu@mns.org.my

3. Kuala Selangor Nature Park
Kuala Selangor Nature Park was established in 1987 by the Malaysian Nature
Society and the Selangor State Government. The park is approximately 800 acres
and shelters a wide variety of habitats which includes the secondary forest forming
from degenerating mangrove forest, the estuary of the Selangor River, mangrove,
mudflats which opens to the Straits of Malacca and a man—made 25 acre brackish
water lake system. These diverse habitats make the Park a wonderful place for

animals to feed, roost and breed.
For further information and bookings:

Tel : 03—32892294
Fax : 03-32894311
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Email : ksnp@mns.org.my, ksnaturepark@yahoo.com

4, MNS—BOH Field Study Centre

The MNS—BOH Field Study Centre was set—up in 1989 using an unoccupied
workers' quarters generously provided by BOH Plantations. The centre has been
established as a getaway from the hustle and bustle of our daily lives. It is meant
as a Centre for nature study and appreciation, particularly of highlands and a quiet

relaxation.

For further information and bookings:
Tel : 03—22879422

Fax : 03—22878773

Email : eedu@mns.org.my

5. Dark Caves, Batu Caves

Among the majestic four million years old limestone ranges in Batu Caves, just 12
km north of Kuala Lumpur, lies one of nature’ s most amazing wonders. Rising 300
feet from ground, the Dark Cavesseem rather imposing and alluring at once. Made
up of a 2km leading passage and five chambers, the Dark Caves forms one of

nature’ s most fragile and unique ecosystems.

For further information and bookings:
Tel : 03-22879422
Fax : 03—22878773

Email : dark.cave@mns.org.my

6. ecoCare — Kertih River Mangrove Rehabilitation Project and Environmental Education

Centre

The Kertih River Mangrove Rehabilitation Project and Environmental Education
Centre is a four—year project that seeks to ensure that the habitat along the Kertih

River and its vicinity is constantly monitored and maintained.
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Phase One - reforestation and rehabilitation of ecologically sensitive mangrove
habitat and coastal vegetation along the Kertih River. This phase will also include
ecosystem management and activities promoting community participation

Phase Two - setting up of the ecoCare Environmental Education Centre

For further information:
Tel : 09-8307218
Fax : 09-8307797

Email : ecocare@mns.org.my

The Challenges & Expectationsthat the country face on EE

¢ Financial Support/Allocation

o Institutional Support (networking, sharing of information)

e Cooperation from the society

o Non—formal Programs/Activities

o Jack of Coordination

o Influence society outside school compound

o Jacks of Expertise
o Jacks of Education Kids

® Capacity building - trainers, teachers

® No effectiveness indicator

Conclusion

Implementation of Environmental Education programme is a dynamics and a continuous
effort as a National Programs ‘to bring about changes in attitudes and action inthe society
to embrace and internalize the concept of environmental citizenship through learning and

sharing towards Sustainable Development’
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