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Congratulatory Remarks

Kozawa Kimiko
Chair Person, Learning and Ecological Activities Foundation for Children, Japan

It's a honor for me to be in this meaningful event. Thank you for inviting me, and I'm
grateful to those who put together this meeting. I'm Kozawa Kimiko (NEFCFET), the
president of NPO organization, Japan Supporting Association for Children's Environmental
Activities which 1s a NPO organization was established 10 years ago to support
environment—related activities in Japan. In Japan, we enjoy good reputation on our
activities and financial stability thanks to 20 staffs under the leadership of the director.

In addition, as the president of Japan Institute of Environmental Education and a professor
of Tokyo Gakugei University (B85 k) T have promoted studies and education under
the theme of "Toward Making Sustainable Life & Society

It's a very pleasure for me to participate in Asia Citizen Environmental Education for
International Workshop held today in Korea. I'd like to extend my gratitude to participants.
Personally, it's more pleased to see Korean colleagues again who make efforts for better
education on environment,

As environmental issues like global warming, resource depletion, and nature destruction
get more and more acute, the importance of environmental education 1S increasing.
Environmental education can be said to re—build human—human relations, human—nature
relations, human-—region relations, human—history relations, human—culture relations, and
human—earth environment relations.

With a view to enhancing solidarity and cooperation of educators with the enthusiasm for
environment education as a part of social educations in this Asian region, this international
workshop will serve as a timely venue where we can take deep discussions on our
experience and individual task to come up with common tasks.

I hope that this International Wokshop : Environmental Education for Citizens in Asia will
bear great fruits to share strategies for confronting environmental crisis. By doing so, we

can make step further toward sustainable communities and societies.

December 4th, 2007
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